THE ELLIS MARSALIS
CENTER FOR MUSIC
2017 YEAR IN REVIEW

OUR MISSION
Located in the Ninth Ward, the Ellis Marsalis
Center for Music (the “Center”) broadens
opportunities for underserved children,
youth, and musicians. It provides a safe,
positive environment where underserved
children and youth develop musically,
academically, and socially. The Center also
delivers strategic assistance and tools to
Village musicians that can enhance their
professional growth and offers opportunities
for musicians throughout the city of New
Orleans to perform and record. The Ellis
Marsalis Center for Music deeply values its
connection to the surrounding community
and endeavors to be an ongoing source of
information and cultural inspiration to
residents of the Ninth Ward in particular,
and to the broader New Orleans community
as a whole.
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ZIP CODES SERVED BY THE CENTER

70128

70122
THE ELLIS MARSALIS
CENTER FOR MUSIC

700

70117

LOWER
NINTH
WARD

32

UPPER
NINTH
WARD

70126

70127

In tune
with our
community
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70129

WHY IS THE CENTER IN THE NINTH WARD?

THE POVERTY LEVELS
IN OUR NINTH WARD
NEIGHBORHOOD ARE
40% GREATER THAN THE
CONCENTRATED POVERTY
RATES IN THE CITY OF
NEW ORLEANS.

THE CENTER IS LOCATED IN
THE UPPER NINTH WARD/ST.
CLAUDE NEIGHBORHOOD, AND
31% OF THE HOUSEHOLDS LIVE
IN POVERTY. 33.4% OF THE
HOUSEHOLDS IN THE LOWER
NINTH WARD LIVE IN POVERTY.

ACCORDING TO A SEPTEMBER
2017 ARTICLE BY ALEX
WOODWARD IN THE GAMBIT,
“A LACK OF AFFORDABLE
HOUSING AS WELL AS
INEQUITABLE EVENT FEES AND
UNSUSTAINABLE PAYOUTS FOR
GIGS HAVE THREATENED ARTISTS’
AND THEIR FAMILIES’ ABILITIES
TO LIVE IN NEW ORLEANS.”
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2017 IN REVIEW
STUDENTS ENROLLED IN MUSIC EDUCATION
(AFTER SCHOOL/SUMMER)

700

558

YOUTH

532

283
186
2012

2014

2015

2016

Included special programs with
neighboring charter schools

ADULTS

HOURS OF REHEARSAL BY
MUSICIANS AT THE CENTER

COMMUNITY

9000+

# OF EDUCATIONAL # OF MEALS
PROGRAM HOURS SERVED

1,847
2016

2,090
2017

COMMUNITY
CONCERT ATTENDEES
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Spring 2017- 207, Summer 2017-144,
Fall 2017-208

100%
6500+

ASSESSED FOR BEHAVIORAL
COUNSELING SERVICES

EMCM’S MUSIC EDUCATION PROGRAM
PRESENTED 5 RECITALS IN 2017

69 81
2016

2017

2017

MUSICIANS EMPLOYED
FOR CONCERT SERIES

95 179
2016

2017

510 956

100+

ATTENDEES AT
COMMUNITY EVENTS

COMMUNITY MEMBER VOLUNTEERS
AT CENTER EVENTS

2016

2017

2016 & 2017

A holistic approach to development
 o promote the academic development, students receive
T
individualized reading and math enrichment.

2016
10%
increase

23%
increase

2017
40%
increase

12%
increase

YOUTH PROGRAMMING
Teaching through the arts

At the Ellis Marsalis Center for Music, we believe in music’s power to
transform young lives. Therefore, we offer community-based after-school,
Saturday, and summer music education programs for youth ages 7-18 in
the following areas:
• Music Theory and Piano (both required for all students as a part of
base curriculum)
• Strings
• Percussion
• Woodwinds & Brass
• Vocal
• Dance
• Jazz Band (traditional big band, improvisation, and New Orleans jazz)
• Orchestra
• Mardi Gras Indian Beading
• Video and Music Production
• Computer Skills
• Reading and Math Enrichment
• Counseling Services; and
• The Center provides access to healthy snacks and hot meals provided
by Volunteers of America’s Fresh Food Factor
Students who demonstrate a high level of proficiency on an instrument may
be eligible to receive private lessons-at no cost.

In 2017, Students who scored less than a 67% in Reading
or 60% in Math pre-assessment (through IXL) were
assigned to 60 minutes a day of Enrichment classes. At
the end of the session, there was an increase of 12% on
the math post-test, and a 40% increase on the English
post-test. In 2017, students demonstrated a dramatic
improvement in Reading.
To promote success beyond the classroom, the Center
offers instruction in music and video production, as well
as computer skills. We have also partnered with Job1, a
workforce development program that helps prepare and
place job seekers.
To promote emotional well-being, two on-site counselors
provide a range of services, from helping people deal with
trauma to providing referrals to families.
To promote physical health, the Center offers access to
healthy snacks and hot meals (provided by Volunteers of
America’s Fresh Food Factor).

The Center also provides instruction in dance and, in support of our
cultural heritage, Mardi Gras Indian Beading.
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Malea

Jabari

Age 12

Age 12

Over the course of three years in the Center’s youth
programs, Malea has become a skilled violinist.
Malea “loves” her instructors and counselors at the Center
and appreciates having access to teachers there who help with
homework. “It has helped me understand the stuff I didn’t get
when I was doing my math at school.”.
She eventually hopes to apply to NOCCA for art and music
and believes her music studies have enhanced her visual art.

“When I play or listen to
music, it gives me a visual
of what I want to draw.
Music is an inspiration
to me.”
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Jabari calls the Ellis Marsalis Center “a great place to learn.”
Over six years, he’s become an accomplished trumpeter
who has performed at the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage
Festival (on the Kids’ Tent stage, an experience he describes
as “fun,” though he admits to being nervous about speaking
on WWOZ radio).
Jabari particularly appreciates his instructors. “They’re fun
to learn with. I like the way they teach. They go step by step,
and if I’m wrong, they’ll tell me to go practice in the practice
room and try to get better.”
Jabari’s achievement on the trumpet has also earned him the
opportunity to take private lessons, which gives him extra
practice and help “understanding different genres of music.”
At present, Jabari is working to master “September,” by Earth,
Wind & Fire. He hopes that his musical study will ultimately
enable him to earn a college scholarship and says his favorite
thing about the Center is “improving myself.”

Students enrolled in
Jazz Band learn the various
stylistic approaches to
playing jazz. Students
study traditional big band
jazz music, improvisation
and New Orleans jazz.
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Mr. Walter Harris
Instructor

“Talent is mysterious,” says veteran band director Mr. Harris.
“You never know where you’ll find it.” In his estimation,
he’s taught five of the ten best trumpet players in the world
(including Terence Blanchard). But he believes there are
still more to come. “I’ve got a kid in class now who can play
a high ‘C’ above the staff,” says Mr. Harris. “He sounds like
Maynard Ferguson.”
Mr. Harris has enjoyed teaching at the Center because it’s
well structured. “The classes are not too large – you can get
things done.” And he prides himself on getting things done.
“Stimulating the students to try and accomplish as much as
they can – I think we see the results of those who are still
here.
“This is the place to be. If I was a band director in Orleans
Parish right now, all my beginner students would be here.”
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Mr. Hurley
Blanchard
Instructor

In five years at the Ellis Marsalis Center, Mr. Blanchard has
helped a lot of kids drum their way to success. “In my drum
class, I’ve had kids who’ve played in the program who are
able to audition and get right into jazz bands at their schools.
Some have gotten into NOCCA. That’s a wonderful thing
when they come to the program with the talent inside, and
we show them what to do with it. A lot of them take it and
run with it.

“These kids are getting a quality
program in all areas – dance, violin,
vocal, percussion – with quality
teachers. We bring in musicians to
play for the kids – jazz, classical, vocal,
opera. It’s a great opportunity for kids,
and the discipline, it’s a plus. The kids
need that, especially nowadays.”

The Orchestra course is
designed for string students
who have demonstrated
an interest in playing
orchestral music. Students
enrolled in this course study
large and small ensemble
music from various periods
of orchestral music.
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ADULT
PROGRAMMING

The Center offers a range of
resources to low-income adult
residents of Musicians’ Village
and musicians across the Greater
New Orleans area:
State-of-the art, 170-person capacity concert venue
Audio recording services
Adult piano classes
Music Business Summit
Quality rehearsal space
Assistance with writing professional resumes and
biographies
Documentation of performances by professional
photographers and videographers

12

Ellis Marsalis
Center Recording
Studio
(THE STUDIO)

The Center’s Residential Recording
Program offers residents of Musicians’
Village and others an opportunity to
engage in professional recording projects
in a high-quality environment. The goal
of the program is to help local musicians
create quality finished products to be
used as calling cards when they seek
employment or other opportunities.

THE STUDIO, designed
and funded by Center
board members,
is one of the
city’s finest.

While Musicians’ Village
residents are at the
core of our recording
program, our state-ofthe-art facilities are open
to all musicians.

Utilizing the Performance Hall with variable acoustics as the
primary live room, the studio is configurable for solo acts,
small groups, and orchestras.
Musicians can record either live shows with an audience or
conventional private studio sessions.
THE STUDIO and Performance Hall feature perfect
acoustics to suit any musical style and are optimized for
New Orleans-style music: brass bands, jazz ensembles,
and funk.
The Ninth Ward location affords easy on-site parking and
loading along with a tranquil neighborhood setting.
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Music
Business
Summit
Held 2-3 times per year,
these conferences are open
to musicians from across the
greater New Orleans area.
The Summits are led by industry professionals who
share valuable information about the business of
making and distributing music. The 2017 Music
Business Summit was presented in partnership
with McCranie, Sistrunk, Anzelmo, Hardy,
McDaniel & Welch, LLC.
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The 2017 Music Business Summit
panel included:
Dan Walter
Tax Law Specialist
Jay Crutti
FAMIS Director of Operations and Technology;
Dr. Daryl Dickerson
Director of Music Education/Audio Engineer,
Ellis Marsalis Center for Music;
Erin Frankenheimer
Manager of Entertainment for TuneCore

Edward Lee, Jr.
Musicians’ Village
Resident

“That’s my first house, and seeing it built from the
ground up made me more motivated to continue my
music career,” says Ed Lee. “I’m very grateful for the
opportunity to just be here, in a setting like this, with a
bunch of musicians from all over.”
Ed, who plays sousaphone, tuba, and drums with his
band MainLine, feels fortunate to live among musicians.
“You can bang on instruments at 1:00 in the morning
and not have a problem… Or I might be going to a gig
and not have drumsticks or a cymbal – or a sousaphone
– that I might need, and somebody’s right up the street
who can [loan it] ... You really don’t need to go out of the
neighborhood for anything musically.”
“There’s never really been an area in New Orleans,
maybe besides the Treme area, with all different types of
music just put together. Here, in one block, I have rock,
country, hip hop, a little bit of reggae..”
Ed has taken advantage of several of the Center’s
resources for musicians, participating in the Music
Business Summit and performing with MainLine in
concert. “For us to have that stepping stone is very good.
It’s hard sometimes for musicians to get work, especially
down here, so they’ve really been helpful with that
process. The Center and the neighbors, we’re all one and
one – we work together.”

Margie Perez
Musicians’ Village
Resident

In her 12 years as a resident of Musicians’ Village, singer/
songwriter Margie Perez has enjoyed watching the
neighborhood evolve from a curious experiment to a real
community.
“People ask me, ‘Are you still in the Musicians’ Village?’ and
I’m like ‘Yeah, I’ll be here for life!’ I feel really good living
here. I hope to outlive the mortgage.”
“On the back of my CD, it says ‘Recorded at the Ellis
Marsalis Center.’ It felt nice to proudly display it.”
Margie also touts the benefits of the Center’s Music Business
Summit. “It’s nice to be able to get tips from professionals:
everything from legal to doing your website and social
media, everything that’s really important for a musician to
have the tools to advance their careers. Because that’s what
we’re all here for, to make our careers go further.”
“The Center is the crown jewel of this neighborhood. This
is a very necessary thing for the community, for the next
generation and for New Orleans in general. Anything that’s
advancing music and music education, I’m all about it. I’m
very happy that this is happening here – right outside my
back door.”
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Our doors are always open
to our neighbors and the
Center’s regular Community
Days give us the chance to
exchange stories with and
learn from longtime residents
and newcomers alike.

“We are born from
music, so to see what the
Center is doing to keep
that preservation alive is
incredible. I’m with them
every step of the way, and
I hope they keep it going
forever.”
16
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COMMUNITY PROGRAMMING
As a community hub for the
Musicians’ Village and surrounding
Ninth Ward, the Center offers
residents and neighbors:

Regular community concert series
Lively community events
Support with technology, financial literacy, and
emergency preparedness
Volunteer opportunities
Space for family gatherings and celebrations
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Tuesday Night
Concert Series

On the first Tuesday of every month, the Center
features some of the city’s most talented musicians
in our state-of-the-art Performance Hall. The Center
pays musicians, production staff, and interns a
competitive wage for these performances. In 2017,
the Center presented the following concert series:

Next Generation: The
Tradition Continues

The Traditional
Jazz Series

The Piano Series

January 10, 2017
The M Teezy Project - featuring
Michael Torregano, Jr.

May 2, 2017
Detroit Brooks

September 5, 2017
M Teezy & Rik Fletcher

February 7, 2017
Robert Ramson

June 6, 2017
Evan Christopher

October 3, 2017
Kyle Roussell & John “Papa” Gros

March 7, 2017
Key LaBeaud

July 11, 2017
New Orleans Jazz Vipers

November 7, 2017
Jentleman Sharp & Tom McDermott

April 4, 2017
EMCM Jazz and Vocal Ensemble

August 1, 2017
Leroy Jones

December 5, 2017
Seasonal Sounds by the
EMCM String & Vocal Ensemble
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The Silverbook Project
Concert Series

Annual Community Breakfast
& Fall Recital

Through funding from the Doris Duke Charitable
Foundation, in 2017 the Center was proud to present The
Silverbook Project, which aims to expand demand for jazz by
using a modern jazz repertoire created by eight modern jazz
performers and educators from New Orleans.

Students and members of the community gathered
to celebrate the holidays. The event culminated with
performances by the Center’s Saturday students.

The Silverbook was compiled in 1989 by Harold Battiste,
and the Center’s 2017 concert series presentation was
led by Artist-in-Residence Jesse McBride, a pianist and
bandleader who studied under Ellis Marsalis and Harold
Battiste.

Branford Marsalis Quartet Concerts
October 14th, 15th, 16th
The Branford Marsalis Quartet, featuring Branford
Marsalis (saxophones), Joey Calderazzo (piano), Eric Revis
(bass), and Justin Faulkner (drums), presented a special
community concert series for Center students and visitors.

Good Friday Event & Red Carpet
Ready Dress Sale
Every year, the Center celebrates the Easter holiday with
students, friends, and community members. The annual
event includes games, performances from local musicians,
and a free Lenten fish plate.
The Red Carpet Ready Dress Sale was born in 2017, when
NCIS New Orleans actress CCH Pounder proposed a
sale of celebrity-donated red-carpet gowns to benefit the
Center. Proceeds from the 2017 event funded educational
scholarships, instrument repairs, and much needed
equipment and supplies.

The event raised over $10,000 for the Center’s Music
Education Program.

19
17

Valerie
Capitanich

Mrs. Eugenia
“Jeannie” Foster

Volunteer

Volunteer

When retired social worker Valerie Capitanich moved
to New Orleans from California 7 years ago, she soon
discovered the Center.
“I wanted to do more than just show up at a concert. I
wanted to be more integrated into this wonderful energy
and purpose and facilitate, in some small way, the mission
of this organization.”
Since that time, Valerie has become one of the Center’s
most dedicated volunteers, helping at concerts and
events, wrapping packages for children at the holidays,
and serving as an enthusiastic audience member and
ambassador.
“I feel like I’m the lucky one. Isn’t it great when you are
offering up time or energy, that you would feel like you’re
getting so much more out of it than you’re giving?”
Valerie hopes more people will learn about the Center’s
mission.. As she asks, “Wouldn’t you want to do everything
to make sure you preserve this and set it up in a way where
it can flourish? Because what they do here, they do right.”
Community volunteers, Katie Cenance-Jones (Left),
Valerie Capitanich (Right)
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Eugenia Foster always knew she’d return to her first love:
music. Now retired, “Ms. Jeannie,” a self-professed jazz
aficionado, has pursued that passion by volunteering at
the Center “The musicians come to me. You can see them
and talk to them, and that’s a wonderful opportunity.
Where else are you going to see Ellis Marsalis, and he’ll
stop and talk to you while you’re sitting in the audience?
Nowhere else.”
Ms. Jeannie makes a point of attending every concert
(unless she’s away) and helps at events like the Good
Friday celebration. She believes that music should be an
“integral part of the educational system” because it gives
children “discipline, self-esteem – all things that help
them be of good character.”
Most importantly for Ms. Jeannie, the Center instills
“self-pride” in the neighborhood. “They can look up and
say: ‘This is what we have in our community.’”

Community volunteers, Mr. Keith Lewis(left), Mrs. Eugenia
“Jeannie” Foster (right)

THROUGH THE YEARS
2012

Official start of Afterschool Program, January 2012 w/ student enrollment of 52

2013

Counseling Program implemented to support student success; one Counselor hired part-time

First summer music camp enrollment of 70 students

First Musicians’ Village resident recording in the Performance Hall
City of New Orleans/Job1 Partnership started summer of 2013: Work and Learn Program
targeting teenagers through the City of New Orleans

2014

Math and Reading program intensive implemented during summer program

2015

Hosted the first Healthy Habits workshop for students

Ribbon cutting for the official opening of state-of-the-art recording facility: THE STUDIO

Received a general donation of 20 iPads from the Kingswood Rotary Club, enabling the
Center to expand the summer reading and math program
Hosted first Music Business Summit

2016

Healthy meals provided in partnership with Volunteers of America Community Program
Offered first private piano, trumpet, saxophone, and violin classes to students at no charge
The Ellis Marsalis Center for Music (EMCM) Student Jazz Ensemble’s inaugural performance
at the Center’s Tuesday Night Concert Series
Doris Duke Foundation awards Building Demand for the Arts funding to support The Silverbook Project and Artist-in-Residence, Jesse McBride. This grant significantly funds engaging
community audiences.

2017

The Ellis Marsalis Center for Music (EMCM) Jazz Orchestra, comprised of intergenerational musicians, performed four successful Silverbook concerts with a record number of paid
performances for NOLA musicians
EMCM’s Student Jazz Ensemble’s first performance at the New Orleans Jazz and
Heritage Festival
Across all sessions in 2017, the Center maintained a 70% retention rate
Private lesson offerings expanded to include piano, trumpet, violin, clarinet, saxophone,
and percussion due to increased student proficiency in music classes
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Board of Directors

Advisory Board

Harry Connick, Jr.

Lewis E. Byrd

Hayley Crown

Clemmie L. Cash

Jack Leahy

James I. Cash, Jr., Ph.D.

Andrew R. Lee

Barbara Dalio

Celine A. Lefebvre

Rebecca Grafstein

Branford Marsalis

Janine Kanzler

Roy Mouledous

Stephen J. Luczo

Martha Murphy

John Storyk

W. Garner Robinson

Andrea Wilkerson Frazier

Ann Marie Wilkins, Board Chair

Director Emeritus
Quint Davis

Executive Director
Michele Brierre, MSPH

Fulfilling the mission and values of the Ellis Marsalis Center for
Music would not be possible without your continued support.
Thank you for being a part of our community.
To support our cause and donate securely online, please visit:
www.ellismarsaliscenter.org/donate
Learn more about the Center’s work and impact at:
www.ellismarsaliscenter.org

The Ellis Marsalis Center For Music
1901 Bartholomew St.
New Orleans, La 70117
Phone: 504.940.3400
www.ellismarsaliscenter.org

Ellis Marsalis Center for Music

@EMCMnola

